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This article is more than 1 year old

Nine Entertainment hosts 
$10,000 a head fundraiser for 
Liberal party 
CEO Hugh Marks welcomes Scott Morrison and 
several government ministers at historic 
Willoughby TV studios

Amanda Meade
Mon 2 Sep 2019 20.04 AEST

Nine Entertainment used its historic TV studios in the Sydney suburb of Willoughby 
to host a $10,000-a-head corporate fundraiser for the Liberal party on Monday night.

Hosted by Nine’s CEO, Hugh Marks, corporates paid handsomely for the chance to 
dine with the prime minister, Scott Morrison, and the communications minister, Paul 
Fletcher, inside Australia’s biggest locally owned media company.

Since the merger with Fairfax Media last year, Nine has had control of the Sydney 
Morning Herald, the Age and the Australian Financial Review, mastheads which have 
always prided themselves on independent journalism.

That independence was still evident as the venue for the Liberal party fundraiser was 
revealed by the AFR’s gossip columnist Joe Aston.

Nine is emerging as a local rival to News Corp Australia after making a $113.94m offer 
to acquire the remaining shares in Macquarie Media, which owns 2GB.

The networking event was organised by the Liberal party’s fundraising arm, the 
Australian Business Network, which asked Nine to host the dinner at Willoughby and 
carry the cost of the catering.

The TV studio was chosen as a venue because Nine is moving out of the north shore 
property next year so it has nostalgic value.

The company has a lease on a $1.2bn office tower in North Sydney and the journalists 
from the Nine newspapers will be moving there to join Nine’s TV division next year.

All the funds raised – at least $700,000 – will go into Liberal party coffers.

Nine said the company donated to both the Liberal and Labor parties and executives 
were attending an Australian Labor party function on Tuesday.

Australian Electoral Commission returns show Nine donated $27,500 to the Liberal 
and the Labor party in 2017.

Sign up to receive the top stories from Guardian Australia every morning



However, Nine sources say they can’t remember another time when the media 
company threw open its doors to raise money for a political party.

“We held the odd boardroom lunch for both leaders but not a party political dinner,” a 
former Nine source said. “It’s ludicrous and shocking PR. What does it say about the 
news brand?”

Other Liberal political guests include the trade minister, Simon Birmingham, the 
education minister, Dan Tehan, the cities minister, Alan Tudge, and the assistant 
minister for superannuation, Jane Hume.

The former deputy leader of the Liberal party Peter Costello, who is the chairman of 
Nine Entertainment, will not attend the dinner.

“The dinner is an opportunity for business leaders to meet and exchange ideas with 
the Liberal party and we will be doing the same with the ALP tomorrow night at a 
similar business forum they are holding,” a Nine spokeswoman said.

Since you’re here ...
... we have a small favour to ask. Millions are flocking to the Guardian for open, 
independent, quality news every day, and readers in 180 countries around the 
world now support us financially.

We believe everyone deserves access to information that’s grounded in science 
and truth, and analysis rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why we made a 
different choice: to keep our reporting open for all readers, regardless of where 
they live or what they can afford to pay. This means more people can be better 
informed, united, and inspired to take meaningful action.

In these perilous times, an independent, truth-seeking global news organisation 
like the Guardian is essential. We have no shareholders or billionaire owner, 
meaning our journalism is free from commercial and political influence – this 
makes us different. When it’s never been more pertinent, our independence 
allows us to fearlessly investigate, challenge and expose those in power.

Amid the various intersecting crises of 2020 – from Covid-19 to police brutality – 
the Guardian has not, and will never, sideline the climate emergency. We are 
determined to uphold our reputation for producing urgent, powerful, high-
impact reporting on the environment that’s read by around the world.

We’ve made institutional progress too, working hard to live up to the climate 
promises we made in 2019. We no longer take advertising from fossil fuel 
companies, and we’re on course to achieve net zero emissions by 2030.



If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Your funding powers our 
journalism, it protects our independence, and ensures we can remain open for 
all. You can support us through these challenging economic times and enable 
real-world impact. 

Every contribution, however big or small, makes a real difference for our future.
Support the Guardian from as little as $1 – and it only takes a minute. Thank 
you.

Support the Guardian Remind me in December
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Protocol—Dealing with Allegations of Misuse of Parliamentary Work Expenses 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) was established to provide greater 
accountability and transparency of the Parliamentary Work Expenses Framework (the Framework). 
IPEA provides assurance that parliamentarians’ work resources and Members of Parliament (Staff) 
Act 1984 (MOP(S) Act) employees’ travel resources are spent in compliance with the Framework. 

IPEA deals with possible misuse of work or travel resources at arm’s length from Government. The 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) provides legislative powers for 
the auditing and reporting of parliamentarians’ work and travel resources and MOP(S) Act travel 
resources. 

When IPEA becomes aware of information that indicates possible non-compliance with the 
Framework, IPEA may conduct a preliminary assessment. The assessment scrutinises the use of the 
work or travel resource and determines if a parliamentary business resource has been used. 

Possible misuse 

In the event of possible misuse, IPEA decides whether to undertake an assurance review or audit of 
the matter. IPEA does not undertake assurance reviews or audits at the request of parliamentarians 
or MOP(S) Act employees. 

• Under the IPEA Act, IPEA may audit any parliamentarian’s work or travel resource or
MOP(S) Act travel resource as it considers appropriate.

• IPEA may conduct an assurance review where a preliminary assessment indicates that a
Commonwealth resource was used for a parliamentarian’s work expense or MOP(S) Act
employee’s travel expense.

• IPEA may conduct an audit where there are allegations of systemic or substantial misuse
of work expenses or where there is an educative benefit.

• An audit may also be a systematic and comprehensive examination of the use by all
parliamentarians and/or MOP(S) Act employees of a specific category of work expense.

• The Members of the Authority or the Chief Executive Officer may issue a notice requiring
a person to provide information that is relevant to an audit by IPEA, as provided for under 
Part 5 of the IPEA Act. Criminal penalties apply for failure to comply with a notice, or for
providing false or misleading information.

• In the event of an audit, the parliamentarian or MOP(S) Act employee is accorded
procedural fairness to provide comment on any findings.

Members of the Authority decide whether a matter is referred to the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) 

• The Minister responsible for the AFP and the Minister responsible for the Framework are
notified of a referral to the AFP.

Publication of audits 
• Members of the Authority decide whether, or not, to publish their decision(s).
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

From: Birmingham, Simon (Senator)
To: Assurance
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Monday, 27 June 2022 3:50:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Nicole
Thank you for your email.
I can confirm that the dominant purpose of the trip to Sydney was for Official Duties included
meetings relevant to my role as Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment with:

Chairman of Export Finance Australia
CEO of Sydney Ports
Austrade
Proponents of the new Sydney Service Port terminal
Australian Performing Rights Association regarding music exports
And media commitments with the International Bloomberg Business Channel

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Simon Birmingham

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2022 3:38 PM
To: Birmingham, Simon (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Dear Senator Birmingham
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in
relation to travel you have undertaken.
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000
or assurance@ipea.gov.au.
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 | 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

 

 





From:
To:
Subject: FW: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Wednesday, 12 October 2022 2:53:02 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

From:  (Sen S. Birmingham)  
Sent: Friday, 29 July 2022 2:10 PM
To: Assurance <assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
 
Hi Nicole
 
Thank you for the follow up letter. I have attached a copy of his diary for the following day, 3
September 2019.
 
The link to his interview is here https://www.senatorbirmingham.com.au/interview-on-
bloomberg-tv-live-sydney/
 
I apologise that we cannot get this to you in a better format. Only the senator can access his
dairy as it is over 12 months old. He could also not access it on his computer only his phone and
then shared it with me by email. We are unsure how we can print out the information.
 
If you require further information, next week is a sitting week and I won’t see the senator until
the following week so could you kindly give me the appropriate time to respond ie probably by
12 August 2022 or thereafter.
 

 

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 28 July 2022 4:45 PM
To: Birmingham, Simon (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Dear Senator Birmingham
 
Please find attached further correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority in relation to travel you have undertaken.
 
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000
or assurance@ipea.gov.au.
 
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson

 
 

  

 

 



Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 |
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From: Birmingham, Simon (Senator)  
Sent: Monday, 27 June 2022 3:51 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
 
Dear Nicole
 
Thank you for your email.
 
I can confirm that the dominant purpose of the trip to Sydney was for Official Duties included
meetings relevant to my role as Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment with:
 

Chairman of Export Finance Australia
CEO of Sydney Ports
Austrade
Proponents of the new Sydney Service Port terminal
Australian Performing Rights Association regarding music exports
And media commitments with the International Bloomberg Business Channel

 
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Simon Birmingham
 

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2022 3:38 PM
To: Birmingham, Simon (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Dear Senator Birmingham
 
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in
relation to travel you have undertaken.
 
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000
or assurance@ipea.gov.au.
 
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal

 

 

 



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and
know the content is safe.

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 | 
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Nicole Pearson
Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 | 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive
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Robert, Stuart (MP)

Subject: (1300-1500)  Deep dive | NDIA and DSS 
Location: NDIA | 300 Elizabeth Street Sydney 

Start: Mon 2/09/2019 1:00 PM
End: Mon 2/09/2019 3:30 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Meeting organizer

Organizer: Robert, Stuart (MP)
Required Attendees: Robert, Stuart (MP);  

Optional Attendees:

Categories: Portfolio meetings

Hi  
 
As previously discussed the Minister would like to do a deep dive on functional assessments.  
 
We have currently pencilled in time to undertake this from 1pm-3pm next Monday. Could I please confirm this time 
and that it be held at the NDIA’s office at 300 Elizabeth Street Surry Hills? 
 
I note that you had a briefing progressing on this issue. Can I ask this is provided for the Minister background prior to 
the meeting. 
 
If required any necessary materials/slide pack can then be provided for the deep dive on the day. 
 

 
 

 | SENIOR ADVISER 
  
Office of the Hon. Stuart Robert MP 
Minister for the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
Minister for Government Services 
  

 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 
 

  
  
http://robert.com.au/ | https://ministers.dss.gov.au/stuart-robert 
 
********************************************************************** IMPORTANT: This e-mail is for 
the use of the intended recipient only and may contain information that is confidential, commercially valuable 
and/or subject to legal or parliamentary privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any 
review, re-transmission, disclosure, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this 
information is prohibited and may result in severe penalties. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify 
the sender immediately and delete all electronic and hard copies of this transmission together with any 
attachments. Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
********************************************************************** 
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Robert, Stuart (MP)

Subject: (1030) Wrap up for Services Australia 
Location: CPO Sydney 

Start: Mon 2/09/2019 10:30 AM
End: Mon 2/09/2019 12:00 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Meeting organizer

Organizer: Robert, Stuart (MP)
Required Attendees: Robert, Stuart (MP); 
Optional Attendees:

Categories: Portfolio meetings

Debrief the end of the Services Australia 6 week sprint, receive the final strategic plan for the creation of Services 
Australia (dated 23 August 2019) and action the Agency creation. 

 

 



1

Robert, Stuart (MP)

Subject: (1600) Meeting  | Distribution of wealth using block chain technology | 
CONFIRMED

Location: CPO | 1 Bligh Street Sydney 

Start: Mon 2/09/2019 4:00 PM
End: Mon 2/09/2019 6:00 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Meeting organizer

Organizer: Robert, Stuart (MP)
Required Attendees:
Optional Attendees:

Categories: Portfolio meetings

  
 
From:  
Subject: FAO:  Diary Manager  
Date: 19 August 2019 at 2:08:23 pm AEST 
To:  
 
Hi ,   
 
Further to my conversation with you a moment ago, I am writing following a request I received from Scott 
Morrison last week asking me to arrange a meeting with Minister Robert to discuss the distribution of 
welfare using blockchain technology.  
 
I am based in Sydney so I can be available to meet with the Minister in Sydney, Canberra or his QLD 
electorate office, at his earliest convenience. 
 
Kind regards  
 

 
 

 
 

 

This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information. Any unauthorized review; use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, 
please contact the sender by reply e-mail, delete and then destroy all copies of the original message.  

 
 
********************************************************************** IMPORTANT: This e-mail is for 
the use of the intended recipient only and may contain information that is confidential, commercially valuable 
and/or subject to legal or parliamentary privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any 
review, re-transmission, disclosure, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this 
information is prohibited and may result in severe penalties. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify 
the sender immediately and delete all electronic and hard copies of this transmission together with any 
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attachments. Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
********************************************************************** 
 
 
 









From: (Sen J. Hume)
To: Assurance
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Monday, 27 June 2022 12:36:38 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon,
I can confirm that the dominant purpose for the trip was for parliamentary business.
The Senator had several portfolio related meetings in Sydney then a fundraiser event at
Willoughby in the evening.
All travel arrangements had been made in advance so on the evening the Senator realised that it
was not appropriate to be using a Comcar to attend the last event. The following morning, she
phoned IPEA and arranged a reimbursement for the cost of the Comcars.
The balance of the trip was for parliamentary business.
Thank you.

Executive Assistant
Office of Senator the Hon Jane Hume
Shadow Minister for Finance

From: Assurance 
Sent: Friday, 24 June 2022 11:09 AM
To:  (Sen J. Hume) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Good morning 
Thank you for contacting us.
If you have any further questions , please don’t hesitate to contact me (details below).

Kind regards

Assistant Director, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

  | E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

From: (Sen J. Hume)  
Sent: Thursday, 23 June 2022 9:48 AM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Good morning Nicole,
Could you please give me a call when you are free?
Mobile 
Thank you.

Executive Assistant
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Office of Senator the Hon Jane Hume
Shadow Minister for Finance

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2022 3:37 PM
To: Hume, Jane (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Dear Senator Hume
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in
relation to travel you have undertaken.
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000
or assurance@ipea.gov.au.
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 | 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

 

 

 









From:  (Sen J. Hume)  
Sent: Monday, 27 June 2022 12:37 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject:: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Good afternoon,
I can confirm that the dominant purpose for the trip was for parliamentary business.
The Senator had several portfolio related meetings in Sydney then a fundraiser event at
Willoughby in the evening.
All travel arrangements had been made in advance so on the evening the Senator realised that it
was not appropriate to be using a Comcar to attend the last event. The following morning, she
phoned IPEA and arranged a reimbursement for the cost of the Comcars.
The balance of the trip was for parliamentary business.
Thank you.

Executive Assistant
Office of Senator the Hon Jane Hume
Shadow Minister for Finance

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 24 June 2022 11:09 AM
To:  (Sen J. Hume) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Good morning Joanne
Thank you for contacting us.
If you have any further questions , please don’t hesitate to contact me (details below).

Kind regards

Assistant Director, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

  | E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

From:  (Sen J. Hume)  
Sent: Thursday, 23 June 2022 9:48 AM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Good morning Nicole,
Could you please give me a call when you are free?
Mobile
Thank you.

Executive Assistant
Office of Senator the Hon Jane Hume

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Shadow Minister for Finance

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2022 3:37 PM
To: Hume, Jane (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review - Senator the Hon Jane Hume [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Dear Senator Hume
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in
relation to travel you have undertaken.
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000
or assurance@ipea.gov.au.
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 | 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive
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Transparency, Assurance and Legal Branch –  
 

File Note 

 

Date:       

Participants: 

Friday, 26 August 2022   

 

 

 (from Senator Hume’s Office) 

Subject: 

 

Post Payment Check – Hire Car Staff 

Assurance review – Channel 9 

 from Senator Hume’s office rang seeking advice in relation to two ongoing assurance 

matters – an open post payment check, and Channel 9 Assurance Review: 

Assistant Director and   discussed car hire by a former staff member   – ref 1698141, 

and made plans for a follow‐up call on the matter for Monday 29 August 2022. 

Assistant Director and   then discussed the Channel 9 Assurance Review. 

 then asked about Channel 9, where the Senator travelled to Sydney. Previous discussions 

with   indicated that we would accept a letter with evidence or similar from the Senator 

outlining the times they met with portfolio stakeholders.   then read out what he had drafted 

indicating that Senator Hume had met with a number of portfolio stakeholders between 1100 and 

1630 in an official capacity as Assistant Minister. In particular,   said they had evidence that 

Senator Hume met with  and the Comcar receipts confirm the timing of pick up 

and drop off. I indicated that it sounded reasonable evidence  said he would get Senator 

Hume to sign the letter and send it in as soon as it is signed. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

























Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content
is safe.

To: McCormack, Michael (MP) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Assurance Review - Hon Michael McCormack MP [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Dear Mr McCormack
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in
relation to travel you have undertaken.
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000 or
assurance@ipea.gov.au.
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
T: 02 6215 3000 | 

SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

 

 













From: Ben Morton
To: Assurance
Subject: Assurance
Date: Thursday, 30 June 2022 3:05:15 PM

Hi Nicole,

Thank you for your letter regarding my travel in Sydney in September 2019.

You refer to an event at Nine Studios, I did not attend any event at Nine Studios.

What relevance is such an event?

I was in Sydney on Parliamentary Business.

Why would such a review be conducted so long after the travel?

Regards

Ben

Sent from my iPhone

Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe.











Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

T: 02 6215 3000 | 
SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive

 




























