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As approved by the Members of the Authority: October 2020 

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 • Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

Protocol—Dealing with Allegations of Misuse of Parliamentary Work Expenses 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) was established to provide greater 
accountability and transparency of the Parliamentary Work Expenses Framework (the Framework). 
IPEA provides assurance that parliamentarians’ work resources and Members of Parliament (Staff) 
Act 1984 (MOP(S) Act) employees’ travel resources are spent in compliance with the Framework. 

IPEA deals with possible misuse of work or travel resources at arm’s length from Government. The 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) provides legislative powers for 
the auditing and reporting of parliamentarians’ work and travel resources and MOP(S) Act travel 
resources. 

When IPEA becomes aware of information that indicates possible non-compliance with the 
Framework, IPEA may conduct a preliminary assessment. The assessment scrutinises the use of the 
work or travel resource and determines if a parliamentary business resource has been used. 

Possible misuse 

In the event of possible misuse, IPEA decides whether to undertake an assurance review or audit of 
the matter. IPEA does not undertake assurance reviews or audits at the request of parliamentarians 
or MOP(S) Act employees. 

• Under the IPEA Act, IPEA may audit any parliamentarian’s work or travel resource or
MOP(S) Act travel resource as it considers appropriate.

• IPEA may conduct an assurance review where a preliminary assessment indicates that a
Commonwealth resource was used for a parliamentarian’s work expense or MOP(S) Act
employee’s travel expense.

• IPEA may conduct an audit where there are allegations of systemic or substantial misuse
of work expenses or where there is an educative benefit.

• An audit may also be a systematic and comprehensive examination of the use by all
parliamentarians and/or MOP(S) Act employees of a specific category of work expense.

• The Members of the Authority or the Chief Executive Officer may issue a notice requiring
a person to provide information that is relevant to an audit by IPEA, as provided for under 
Part 5 of the IPEA Act. Criminal penalties apply for failure to comply with a notice, or for
providing false or misleading information.

• In the event of an audit, the parliamentarian or MOP(S) Act employee is accorded
procedural fairness to provide comment on any findings.

Members of the Authority decide whether a matter is referred to the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) 

• The Minister responsible for the AFP and the Minister responsible for the Framework are
notified of a referral to the AFP.

Publication of audits 
• Members of the Authority decide whether, or not, to publish their decision(s).
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603  Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

13 October 2021 

Senator the Hon David Fawcett 

Senator for South Australia 

Commonwealth Parliament Offices, Suite 4, Level 13 

King William Street 

Adelaide, SA, 5000 

Email:    

Dear Senator 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the Independent 
Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) to review work expenses accessed by 
parliamentarians. 

IPEA is undertaking an assurance review of Commonwealth‐funded travel and travel‐related 
expenses incurred by you in relation to travel to Queensland during the period 14 July 2021 to 
25 July 2021.  

At Attachment A are details of your Commonwealth‐funded travel within the relevant period and I 
have set out questions for your response. Where asked about the nature of your parliamentary 
business, please provide copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes, 
invitations or media reporting. 

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on 
Wednesday 27 October 2021, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time to respond. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3000. 

Yours sincerely  

Director Audit & Assurance 
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Attachment A 
Senator the Hon David Fawcett 

Assurance Review 
Travel: 14 July to 25 July 2021 

Work Expense  Departure Date  Departure Time  Departure 
Location 

Arrival Date  Arrival 
Time 

Arrival 
Location 

Amount (GST 
Exclusive) 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  14/07/2021  6:15 AM  Adelaide  14/07/2021  9:05 AM  Brisbane  $521.73 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  14/07/2021  11:30 AM  Brisbane  14/07/2021  1:20PM  Proserpine  $347.76 

Parliamentarians Travel Allowance  
Parliamentary Duties  
One Night Commercial 

14/07/2021  Airlie Beach  $276.00 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  25/07/2021  1:10 PM  Cairns  25/07/2021  4:15PM  Canberra  $1,389.76 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  25/07/2021  7:00 PM  Canberra  25/07/2021  8:20PM  Adelaide 

To assist IPEA in reviewing this matter, please provide answers and any relevant supporting material to the following questions: 

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Adelaide to Proserpine on Wednesday 14 July 2021?

2. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Airlie Beach on Wednesday 14 July 2021?

3. Did you conduct parliamentary business in Queensland in the period from 15 July to 25 July 2021? If so, what was the nature of your parliamentary

business?
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From: Fawcett, David (Senator) 
Sent: Thursday, 14 October 2021 1:22 PM
To: Assurance
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Senator Fawcett [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: RE: ADF Parliamentary Program - Young Endeavour - ATTN Diary Manager 

[SEC=OFFICIAL]; entity (2).pdf

Categories:

Dear  

I refer to your email and attached correspondence relating to travel undertaken by me from 14th July 2021 to 25th 
July 2021 

The dominant purpose of my travel from Adelaide to Proserpine on 14th July was to participate in the Australian 
Defence Force Parliamentary Program (Home : ADFPP : Department of Defence).  
While much of 14 Jul was taken up with travel, due to flight schedules, I met with members of the Royal Australian 
Navy who were running the program after my arrival in Airlie Beach.  

IAW the program instructions, I joined the youth training vessel operated by the Royal Australian Navy, STS Young 
Endeavour, which departed from Airlie Beach on 15th July and finished in Cairns on 25 Jul. 

Please find attached supporting material relating to my participation including email from the ADF & Young 
Endeavour Scheme, accommodation invoice and a link to the Captain’s Log in which he notes my participation in the 
voyage. 
Fitzroy Island to Cairns | Young Endeavour 

Kind regards 

Senator the Hon David Fawcett 
Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 
Senator for South Australia 

Canberra |Phone: (02) 6277 3418 | Fax: (02) 6277 5964 | S1‐52 Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 
Adelaide |Phone: (08) 8205 1040 | Fax: (08) 8205 1045 | CPO 100 King William St, Adelaide SA 5000 
Internet |webpage: www.senatorfawcett.com.au | email:    

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 13 October 2021 12:18 PM 
To: Fawcett, David (Senator)   
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Subject: Assurance Review ‐ Senator Fawcett [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

SEC=OFFICIAL 

Dear Senator 
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Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in relation to travel 
you have undertaken. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000 or at 
assurance@ipea.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Director, Audit and Assurance 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
T: 02 6215 3000 | E: assurance@ipea.gov.au 

SEC=OFFICIAL 

Be careful with this message 
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is 
safe. 
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From:
Sent: Monday, 3 May 2021 10:31 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: ADF Parliamentary Program - Young Endeavour - ATTN Diary Manager 

[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

Good morning    

Thankyou for confirming Senator Fawcett’s availability to participate the Young Endeavour Voyage VO8/21 Airlie 
Beach to Cairns 15 – 25 July. As Senator Fawcett will become part of the crew the team from Young Endeavour will 
forward the details of the trip and where Senator Fawcett needs to arrive and depart from to join the ship.  

 do you have any of these details yet? Please keep   informed of the administrative details regarding 
the voyage as they become available.  

Kind Regards 

 
 

Executive Officer, ADF Parliamentary Program 
 Russell Offices 

PO Box 7902, CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 

 

Group Email:   
Webpage: ww.defence.gov.au/adfpp 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 

From:   (Sen D. Fawcett)  
Sent: Friday, 30 April 2021 3:43 PM 
To:    
Subject: RE: ADF Parliamentary Program ‐ Young Endeavour ‐ ATTN Diary Manager [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

Hi   

Senator Fawcett is still keen to participate in The Young Endeavour Voyage VO8/21 Airlie Beach to Cairns 15 – 25 
July and this is confirmed in the diary 

Kind regards 

 

 | Office Manager/Diary| Office of Senator the Hon David Fawcett | Senator for South Australia 

Electorate Office: Commonwealth Parliament Offices/100 King William Street | ADELAIDE SA 5000 |   
  

Parliament House: The Senate | Parliament House | CANBERRA ACT 2600 |   
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From:    
Sent: Thursday, 22 April 2021 10:42 AM 
To:   
Cc:   
Subject: RE: ADF Parliamentary Program ‐ Young Endeavour ‐ ATTN Diary Manager [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Good morning    

Prior to winter sitting period commencing, I’m just touching base to confirm that Senator Fawcett is still interested 
in participating in the ADF Parliamentary Program during the Winter Recess period of July.  

I currently have Senator Fawcett nominated to participate in: The Young Endeavour Voyage VO8/21 Airlie Beach to 
Cairns 15 – 25 July. Do these dates still work with his diary? 

As Senator Fawcett will be part of the Youth Crew   will be in contact with the administrative 
details regarding the Voyage.  

Kind Regards 

 
 

Executive Officer, ADF Parliamentary Program 
 Russell Offices 

PO Box 7902, CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 

Ph:   

Group Email:   
Webpage: ww.defence.gov.au/adfpp 

IMPORTANT: This email remains the property of the Department of Defence. Unauthorised communication and 
dealing with the information in the email may be a serious criminal offence. If you have received this email in error, 
you are requested to contact the sender and delete the email immediately. 

From:   (Sen D. Fawcett)    
Sent: Wednesday, 3 March 2021 3:52 PM 
To:   
Subject: RE: ADF Parliamentary Program ‐ Young Endeavour ‐ ATTN Diary Manager [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

Hi   

Senator Fawcett would like to participate in  

V08/21  15 – 25 Jul  Airlie Beach to Cairns 

Please let me know what further action is required . 

Kind regards 

  

 | Office Manager/Diary| Office of Senator the Hon David Fawcett | Senator for South Australia 
Electorate Office: Commonwealth Parliament Offices/100 King William Street | ADELAIDE SA 5000 |   

  
Parliament House: The Senate | Parliament House | CANBERRA ACT 2600 |   
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From:    
Sent: Thursday, 18 February 2021 4:12 PM 
To: Fawcett, David (Senator)   
Subject: ADF Parliamentary Program ‐ Young Endeavour ‐ ATTN Diary Manager [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Good afternoon,  

Please find below the intended voyage program for STS Young Endeavour for the period May‐Dec 2021,  

V04/21  24 May – 03 Jun  Sydney to Newcastle 

V05/21  06 – 16 Jun  Newcastle to Brisbane 

V06/21  19 – 29 Jun  Brisbane to Gladstone 

V07/21  02 – 12 Jul  Gladstone to Airlie Beach 

V08/21  15 – 25 Jul  Airlie Beach to Cairns 

V09/21  28 Jul – 07 Aug  Cairns to Airlie Beach 

V10/21  10 – 20 Aug  Airlie Beach to Mackay 

V11/21  23 Aug – 02 Sep  Mackay to Gladstone 

V12/21  05 – 15 Sep  Gladstone to Brisbane 

V13/21  18 – 28 Sep  Brisbane to Sydney 

V14/21  15 – 25 Nov  Sydney to Melbourne 

V15/21  29 Nov – 09 Dec  Melbourne to Sydney 

V16/21  26 – 31 Dec  Sydney to Hobart 

If any of these voyages suit Sen Fawcett’s diary, please let me know and commence the coordination of his 
participation aboard the STS Young Endeavour, as part of the 2021 ADF Parliamentary Program.  

Kind Regards 

 
 

Executive Officer, ADF Parliamentary Program 
 Russell Offices 

PO Box 7902, CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 

Ph:   

Group Email:   
Webpage: www.defence.gov.au/adfpp 
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Tax Invoice

Order No: 1790850175

     
Email: 

Airlie Beach QLD 4802

August 12, 2021

SENATOR THE HON DAVID FAWCETT

Australia

Expedia

Transaction NameDate UpToReceipt Type Charges Payments Balance

14-JUL-21
15-JUL-21

Folio ID: 43392
Arrives:

Departs:
Unit No: 328
Guests: 1
Nights: 1

Accommodation 190.49 190.4914-JUL-21
Payment Mastercard 190.49 0.003273814-JUL-21 15/7Credit

Items: 2 190.49 190.49 0.00

Includes GST to the value of 17.32
No GST has been charged in relation to the supply of accommodation.
Accommodation services are provided for and on behalf of the owner of the unit with
the manager acting as agent. The supply is input taxed in accordance with GSTR
2012/5

PLEASE DEPOSIT PAYMENT TO

REFERENCE  PLEASE USE BOOKING NUMBER

s 47F
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One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603  Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

13 October 2021 

Mr Craig Kelly MP 

Member for Hughes, New South Wales 

PO Box 1014 

Sutherland, NSW, 1499 

Email:    

Dear Mr Kelly 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the Independent 
Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) to review work expenses accessed by 
parliamentarians. 

IPEA is undertaking an assurance review of Commonwealth‐funded travel and travel‐related 
expenses incurred by you in relation to travel to Queensland during the period 26 April to 
5 May 2021.  

At Attachment A are details of your Commonwealth‐funded travel within the relevant period and I 
have set out questions for your response. Where asked about the nature of your parliamentary 
business, please provide copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes, 
invitations or media reporting. 

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on 
Wednesday 27 October 2021, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time to respond. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3000. 

Yours sincerely  

Director Audit & Assurance 

Attachment 5
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Attachment A 
Mr Craig Kelly MP 
Assurance Review 

Travel: 26 April to 5 July 2021 

Reference  Departure 
Date 

Departure 
Time 

Departure 
Location 

Arrival Date  Arrival 
Time 

Arrival Location  Amount (GST 
Exclusive) 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  26/04/2021  8:10 AM  Sydney  26/04/2021  9:30AM  Coolangatta  $390.00 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  26/04/2021  4:35 PM  Coolangatta  26/04/2021  6:00PM  Sydney

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  3/05/2021  5:40 PM  Sydney  3/05/2021  7:00PM  Coolangatta  $247.27 

Parliamentarians Travel Allowance  
Party Duties (excl.CBR) & Outside Electorate Duties 
Two Night Commercial 

3/05/2021    Southport  $552.00 

Travel Provider ‐ Hire car  3/05/2021  4:40 PM  Coolangatta  5/05/2021  9:00AM  Coolangatta  $124.25 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  5/05/2021  12:35 PM  Coolangatta  5/05/2021  2:05PM  Sydney  $269.01 

To assist IPEA in reviewing this matter, please provide answers and any relevant supporting material to the following questions: 

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Sydney to Coolangatta on Monday 26 April 2021?

2. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Coolangatta on Monday 26 April 2021?

3. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Sydney to Coolangatta on Monday 3 May 2021?

4. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Southport on Monday 3 May to 5 May 2021?
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Kelly, Craig (MP) 
Wednesday, 13 October 2021 3:34 PM

Assurance
Assurance

Re: Assurance Review - Mr Kelly [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Dear  

Following answers to questions,  

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Sydney to Coolangatta on Monday 26 April 2021?

Parliamentary Business

2. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Coolangatta on Monday 26 April 2021?
Meetings with the Directors of Mineralogy Pty Ltd at Southport. And ensure to the trip was the best value
for money, I flew economy class and arranged to be collected from and returned to the airport by
Mineralogy.

3. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Sydney to Coolangatta on Monday 3 May 2021?
Parliamentary Business
And ensure to the trip was the best value for money, I flew economy class, and used a rental car rather than
Comcar services.

4. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Southport on Monday 3 May to 5 May 2021?
Meetings with the Directors of Mineralogy Pty Ltd at Southport.

Regards, 
Craig Kelly  

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 13, 2021 12:17:37 PM 
To: Kelly, Craig (MP)   
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Subject: Assurance Review ‐ Mr Kelly [SEC=OFFICIAL]  

SEC=OFFICIAL 

Dear Mr Kelly 

Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in relation to travel 
you have undertaken. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000 or at 
assurance@ipea.gov.au.  

Attachment 6

Yours sincerely 

 
Director, Audit and Assurance 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
T: 02 6215 3000 | E: assurance@ipea.gov.au 

SEC=OFFICIAL 
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One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603  Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

13 October 2021 

Hon Brendan O’Connor MP 

Shop 3, 11 Commercial Road 

Caroline Springs, VIC, 3023 

Email:   

Dear Mr O’Connor 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the Independent 
Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) to review work expenses accessed by 
parliamentarians. 

IPEA is undertaking an assurance review of Commonwealth‐funded travel and travel‐related 
expenses incurred by you in relation to travel to Queensland during the period 27 June 2021 to 
1 July 2021.  

At Attachment A are details of your Commonwealth‐funded travel within the relevant period and I 
have set out questions for your response. Where asked about the nature of your parliamentary 
business, please provide copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes, 
invitations or media reporting. 

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on 
Wednesday 27 October 2021, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time to respond. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3000. 

Yours sincerely  

Director Audit & Assurance 

Attachment 7
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Attachment A 
Hon Brendan O’Connor MP 

Assurance Review 
Travel: 27 June to 1 July 2021 

Work Expense  Departure Date  Departure Time  Departure Location  Arrival Date  Arrival Time  Arrival Location  Amount (GST 
Exclusive) 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  27/06/2021  2:20 PM  Melbourne  27/06/2021  5:40 PM  Cairns  $1,432.07 

Travel Provider ‐ Hire car  28/06/2021  1:03 PM  Cairns  1/07/2021  1:11 PM  Cairns  $421.96 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  1/07/2021  2:15 PM  Cairns  1/07/2021  5:35 PM  Melbourne  $953.27 

To assist IPEA in reviewing this matter, please provide answers and any relevant supporting material to the following questions: 

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Melbourne to Cairns on Sunday 27 June 2021?

2. Did you conduct parliamentary business in Queensland during the period from 27 June to 1 July 2021? If so, what was the nature of your

parliamentary business?
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From:  (B. O'Connor, MP) 
Sent: Monday, 25 October 2021 6:31 PM
To: Assurance
Cc:  (B. O'Connor, MP)
Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Mr O'Connor [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: SRS110M0121102517280.pdf

Good afternoon, 

In response to IPEA’s undertaking an assurance review, the dominant purpose for Mr O’Connor’s travel from 
Melbourne to Cairns on Sunday 27 June 2021 was to meet with Defence industry representatives from Cairns and 
tour several Cairns Defence industry businesses, in his capacity as Shadow Minister for Defence. 

Please find attached an itinerary of the events and the participants involved  undertaken including: 

 Tours of 4 separate Defence Industry businesses in Cairns 

).

 A Defence Industry roundtable at the Great Barrier Reef International Marine College

 Media from the day including: An article in the Cairns Post, A transcript of the Doorstop (footage of which

appeared on all local TV stations that evening).

These events were followed by further engagement with Queensland Senator Nita Green. 

Cheers, 

 
Office of Brendan O’Connor MP | Federal Member for Gorton 
Shadow Minister for Defence 
Shop 3, 11 Commercial St, Caroline Springs VIC 3023 

 

From: Assurance [mailto:Assurance@ipea.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 13 October 2021 12:18 PM 
To: O'Connor, Brendan (MP) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: Assurance Review - Mr O'Connor [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

SEC=OFFICIAL 

Dear Mr O’Connor 

Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in relation to travel 
you have undertaken. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000 or at 
assurance@ipea.gov.au.  

Attachment 8

Yours sincerely 

 
Director, Audit and Assurance 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
T: 02 6215 3000 | E: assurance@ipea.gov.au 

SEC=OFFICIAL 
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One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603  Telephone 02 6215 3000 

Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

27 October 2021 

Hon Brendan O’Connor MP 

Shop 3, 11 Commercial Road 

Caroline Springs, VIC, 3023 

Email:   

Dear Mr O’Connor 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) wrote to you on 13 October 2021 

(Attachment A) seeking your assistance in relation to an Assurance Review of your travel to Cairns 

from 27 June to 1 July 2021. 

On 25 October 2021, IPEA received a response signed by your staff member,   

As the obligations imposed upon parliamentarians under the provisions of the Parliamentary 

Business Resources Act 2017 require that Members are personally responsible and accountable for 

their use of public resources, I would be grateful if you could provide a signed response to this 

correspondence.   

Your response should confirm that the dominant purpose of your travel to Cairns and return 

between 27 June and 1 July 2021 was to conduct parliamentary business and that the details of 

parliamentary business conducted during those dates, as set out in Ms Jensen’s letter, are correct. 

Please provide a response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on 
Friday 5 November 2021, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time to respond. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3000. 

Yours sincerely  

Director, Audit and Assurance 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

Attachment 9
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One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603  Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

13 October 2021 

Senator Jacqui Lambie 

Senator for Tasmania 

PO Box 256 

Burnie, TAS, 7320 

Email:    

Dear Senator 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the Independent 
Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) to review work expenses accessed by 
parliamentarians. 

IPEA is undertaking an assurance review of Commonwealth‐funded travel and travel‐related 
expenses incurred by you in relation to travel to Queensland during the period 17 July 2021 to 
25 July 2021.  

At Attachment A are details of your Commonwealth‐funded travel within the relevant period and I 
have set out questions for your response. Where asked about the nature of your parliamentary 
business, please provide copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes, 
invitations or media reporting. 

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on 
Wednesday 27 October 2021, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time to respond. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3000. 

Yours sincerely  

Director Audit & Assurance 

Attachment 11
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Attachment A 
Senator Jacqui Lambie 
Assurance Review 

Travel: 17 July to 25 July 2021 

Work Expense  Entitle  Departure 
Date 

Departure 
Time 

Departure 
Location 

Arrival Date  Arrival 
Time 

Arrival 
Location 

Amount (GST 
Exclusive) 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  Senator Jacqui Lambie  17/07/2021  10:10 AM  Burnie  17/07/2021  11:25 AM  Melbourne  $346.70 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  Sue Lambie  17/07/2021  10:10 AM  Burnie  17/07/2021  11:25 AM  Melbourne  $346.70 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  Senator Jacqui Lambie  17/07/2021  1:10 PM  Melbourne  17/07/2021  3:15 PM  Coolangatta  $160.19 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  Sue Lambie  17/07/2021  1:10 PM  Melbourne  17/07/2021  3:15 PM  Coolangatta  $160.19 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  Senator Jacqui Lambie  25/07/2021  11:55 AM  Coolangatta  25/07/2021  2:20 PM  Melbourne  $355.28 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  Senator Jacqui Lambie  25/07/2021  4:10 PM  Melbourne  25/07/2021  5:20 PM  Burnie  $346.70 

To assist IPEA in reviewing this matter, please provide answers and any relevant supporting material to the following questions: 

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Burnie to Coolangatta on Friday 17 July 2021?

2. Did you conduct parliamentary business in Queensland from 17 July to 25 July 2021? If so, what was the nature of your parliamentary business?

3. Please advise whether your family’s travel expenses to Queensland on 17 July 2021 meet the three part test in section 6 of the Parliamentary
Business Resources Regulations 2017:
• You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting your parliamentary business;
• Your family was travelling to accompany or join you; and
• Your family’s travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.
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From:  (Sen J. Lambie) 
Sent: Wednesday, 13 October 2021 2:32 PM
To: Assurance
Subject: HPE CM: RE: Assurance Review - Senator Lambie [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Afternoon Assurance Team, 

Thank you for your letter today in regards to Senator Lambies trip to Queensland in July with her mother. 

This was a personal trip that we booked through FCM which was to be charged to the Senators Credit card which is 
on file with FCM, may we please have an invoi9ce raised so as we can settle this account as soon as possible. 

Kind regards 

 
Office Manager 

Office of Senator Jacqui Lambie 

Electorate Phone: 03 6431 3112 

4/22 Mount St, Burnie TAS 7320 
or Senate Suite 147 

senatorlambie.com    |  Facebook  |  Twitter   |  Instagram 

Privacy Notice: This electronic transmission is strictly confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, you must not disclose, 
copy or take any action in reliance of this transmission. If you have received this transmission in error please notify Senator Lambie’s Office as soon as possible at 

 or phone 03 6431 3112. 

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 13 October 2021 12:17 PM 
To: Lambie, Jacqui (Senator)   
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Subject: Assurance Review ‐ Senator Lambie [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

SEC=OFFICIAL 

Dear Senator 

Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in relation to travel 
you have undertaken. 

Attachment 12

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 6215 3000 or at 
assurance@ipea.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Director, Audit and Assurance 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
T: 02 6215 3000 | E: assurance@ipea.gov.au 

SEC=OFFICIAL 
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One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603  Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

13 October 2021 

Senator Sam McMahon 

Senator for Northern Territory 

PO Box 40021 

Casuarina, NT, 0811 

Email:   

Dear Senator 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the Independent 
Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) to review work expenses accessed by 
parliamentarians. 

IPEA is undertaking an assurance review of Commonwealth‐funded travel and travel‐related 
expenses incurred by you in relation to travel to Queensland during the period 27 June 2021 to 
15 July 2021.  

At Attachment A are details of your Commonwealth‐funded travel within the relevant period and I 
have set out questions for your response. Where asked about the nature of your parliamentary 
business, please provide copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes, 
invitations or media reporting. 

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on 
Wednesday 27 October 2021, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time to respond. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3000. 

Yours sincerely  

Director Audit & Assurance 

Attachment 13
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Attachment A 
Senator Sam McMahon 

Assurance Review 
Travel: 27 June to 15 July 2021 

Work Expense  Departure Date  Departure Time  Departure 
Location 

Arrival Date  Arrival 
Time 

Arrival 
Location 

Amount (GST Exclusive) 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  27/06/2021  1:10 PM  Darwin  27/06/2021  5:20 PM  Brisbane  $488.95 

Travel Provider ‐ Flights  15/07/2021  2:45 PM  Cairns  15/07/2021  4:50 PM  Darwin  $151.59 

To assist IPEA in reviewing this matter, please provide answers and any relevant supporting material to the following questions: 

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Darwin to Brisbane on Sunday 27 June 2021?

2. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Queensland during the period from 27 June to 15 July 2021?
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5 November 2021 

Senator Sam McMahon 
Senator for Northern Territory 
PO Box 40021 
Casuarina, NT, 0811 

Email:   

Dear Senator 

Assurance Review of travel and travel‐related expenses – Travel to Queensland 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 to review work expenses accessed by 
parliamentarians.  

Your response to IPEA’s Assurance Review of Commonwealth-funded travel expenses, incurred by 
you in relation to travel to Queensland during the period 27 June 2021 to 15 July 2021 is now 
overdue. 

In my original letter of 13 October 2021, a response was requested from you by 27 October 2021. 
There was a provision in that letter for you to request an extension if you required more time to 
prepare a written response. An extension was not requested.  

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au, by close of business on 
12 November 2021. 

If a response is not received, IPEA may consider other options for progressing this matter. Further 
information about IPEA’s Statutory Audit Function is available on our website and at Attachment A. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 6215 2829. 

Yours sincerely 

Director Audit & Assurance 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

Attachment 14
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As approved by the Members of the Authority: October 2020 

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 • Telephone 02 6215 3000 
Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

Protocol—Dealing with Allegations of Misuse of Parliamentary Work Expenses 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) was established to provide greater 
accountability and transparency of the Parliamentary Work Expenses Framework (the Framework). 
IPEA provides assurance that parliamentarians’ work resources and Members of Parliament (Staff) 
Act 1984 (MOP(S) Act) employees’ travel resources are spent in compliance with the Framework. 

IPEA deals with possible misuse of work or travel resources at arm’s length from Government. The 
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act) provides legislative powers for 
the auditing and reporting of parliamentarians’ work and travel resources and MOP(S) Act travel 
resources. 

When IPEA becomes aware of information that indicates possible non-compliance with the 
Framework, IPEA may conduct a preliminary assessment. The assessment scrutinises the use of the 
work or travel resource and determines if a parliamentary business resource has been used. 

Possible misuse 

In the event of possible misuse, IPEA decides whether to undertake an assurance review or audit of 
the matter. IPEA does not undertake assurance reviews or audits at the request of parliamentarians 
or MOP(S) Act employees. 

• Under the IPEA Act, IPEA may audit any parliamentarian’s work or travel resource or
MOP(S) Act travel resource as it considers appropriate.

• IPEA may conduct an assurance review where a preliminary assessment indicates that a
Commonwealth resource was used for a parliamentarian’s work expense or MOP(S) Act
employee’s travel expense.

• IPEA may conduct an audit where there are allegations of systemic or substantial misuse
of work expenses or where there is an educative benefit.

• An audit may also be a systematic and comprehensive examination of the use by all
parliamentarians and/or MOP(S) Act employees of a specific category of work expense.

• The Members of the Authority or the Chief Executive Officer may issue a notice requiring
a person to provide information that is relevant to an audit by IPEA, as provided for under 
Part 5 of the IPEA Act. Criminal penalties apply for failure to comply with a notice, or for
providing false or misleading information.

• In the event of an audit, the parliamentarian or MOP(S) Act employee is accorded
procedural fairness to provide comment on any findings.

Members of the Authority decide whether a matter is referred to the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) 

• The Minister responsible for the AFP and the Minister responsible for the Framework are
notified of a referral to the AFP.

Publication of audits 
• Members of the Authority decide whether, or not, to publish their decision(s).

OFFICIAL: Sensitive
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23 December 2021 

Senator Sam McMahon 

Senator for Northern Territory 

PO Box 40021 

Casuarina, NT, 0811 

Australian Government 

Independent Parliamentary 

Expenses Authority 

Email:  

Dear Senator 

Outstanding Assurance Matters 

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the Independent 

Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 to review work expenses accessed by parliamentarians. 

Throughout this calendar year, IPEA has sought various information from you relating to Post 

Payment Checks of your Cabcharge expenses and an Assurance Review. 

1. Information Request - Post Payment Check

On 2 March 2021, IPEA emailed you, on the email address above, requesting certification of four 

Cabcharge transactions that you undertook in 2020, that email requested a reply within seven days. 

On 17 March 2021, IPEA followed up the email dated 2 March 2021, requesting the certification be 

completed within seven days. 

2. Information Request - Post Payment Check

On 6 June 2021, IPEA emailed you, requesting certification of seven Cabcharge transactions that 

you undertook in March 2021, that email requested a reply within seven days. 

On 8 June 2021, IPEA contacted your office and spoke with Ms Helen Bateman who advised that 

she would bring it to your attention that day. 

On 16 June 2021, IPEA again contacted your office and spoke with Ms Bateman who advised that 

she had spoken with you and you were going to sign the certification form. 

On 2 September 2021, IPEA wrote to you and Ms Bateman advising that due to Covid-19 email 

certification would be acceptable. That email also included an acceptable certification sentence 

that had you replied to IPEA using would have finalise both matters electronically. 

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 • Telephone 02 6215 3000 

Internet www.ipea.gov.au 
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23 March 2022 

Senator Sam McMahon 

Senator for Northern Territory 

PO Box 40021 

Casuarina, NT, 0811 

Email:  

. Dear Senator 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

Australian Government 

Independent Parliamentary 

Expenses Authority 

Assurance Review of travel and travel-related expenses - Travel to Queensland 

On 13 October 2021, IPEA wrote to you in relation to an Assurance Review of your travel to 

Queensland during the period 27 June 2021 to 15 July 2021. 

On 13 November 2021 a reminder was sent to you regarding this matter. It was also referred to in 

my letter of 23 December 2021. To date, IPEA has not received a response from you. 

On 3 January 2022 IPEA received four travel allowance claims for travel to Queensland in 

June-July 2021 which fall within the scope of the Assurance Review. Details of the claims are at 

Attachment A. 

Please provide responses to the following questions originally sent to you in IPEA's letter of 

13 October 2020 (Attachment B), noting the four travel allowance claims: 

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel from Darwin to Brisbane on Sunday

27 June 2021?

2. What was the nature of your parliamentary business in Queensland during the period from

27 June to 15 July 2021?

Please include copies of documentation to support your responses, such as diary notes, invitations 

or media reporting. 

Please respond via �mail to assurance@ipea.gov.au by close of business on Monday 4 April 2022. 

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 • Telephone 02 6215 3000 

Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 02 6215 3504. 

Nicole Pearson 

Branch Manager 

Transparency, Assurance & Legal 

Attachment 16
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6 May 2022 

Senator Sam McMahon 

Senator for Northern Territory 

PO Box 40021 

Casuarina, NT, 0811 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

Australian Government 

Independent Parliamentary 
Expenses Authority 

Email:  

Dear Senator 

Outstanding Assurance Matters 

On 23 March 2022 I wrote to you in relation to a number of outstanding assurance matters. To date, 

IPEA is still yet to receive a response from you regarding the following matters. 

1. Outstanding Assurance Review of ravel and travel-related expenses - Travel to Queensland

In my letter of 23 March 2022 I requested a response to the questions originally sent to you in IPEA's 

letter of 13 October 2021 in relation to the Assurance Review of your travel to Queensland during 

the period 27 June 2021 to 15 July 2021 (the period). At Attachment A are details of your 

Commonwealth-funded travel within the period. 

In my letter of 23 December 2021, I advised that if a written response to this Assurance Review was 

not provided by 14 January 2022 invoices would be raised for the related travel expenses. 

As of 6 May 2022, no response has been received to the 3 letters I sent on 13 October 2021, 

23 December 2021 and 23 March 2022 and invoices have been raised. 

The invoice at Attachment B includes the flight expenses for this travel and the invoices for your 

travel allowance are at Attachments C, D, E and F. 

Under section 26 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 (the Act) a member must not 

claim expenses, an allowance or any other public resources, unless the expenses are incurred, or the 

allowance or resources are claimed, for the dominant purpose of conducting the member's 

parliamentary business. As you have not provided a response to this Assurance Review with the 

details of your dominant purpose of your travel and nature of your parliamentary business, a penalty 

is applied under the provisions of section 38(1) of the Act. The invoice at Attachment B includes this 

25% penalty. 

2. Information Request One and Two - Post Payment Checks - Cabcharge transactions

The invoice at Attachment B includes these transactions. 

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 • Telephone 02 6215 3000 

Internet www.ipea.gov.au 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
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t Australian Government 
:, .. � ----------

:��';::¥, "' Independent Parliamentary 
Expenses Authority 

Attachment G 

Tax Invoice ABN: 264 247 815 30 

To: Senator S J M MCMAHON 
 

 

Invoice Reference: 1424589 

Invoice Date: 06 Sep 2021 

From: Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
One Canberra Avenue 

Contact Officer: Travel Advice and Support 

Contact Phone: (02) 6215 3000 
FORREST ACT 2603 

25 percent penalty loading from 29 Oct to 1 Nov 20 

Description Qty 
Net GST Gross 

Amount Amount Amount 

25 percent penalty loading between 29 Oct 20 and 1 Nov 20 1 $272.50 $0.00 $272.50 

GST Total $0.00 

Gross Total $272.50 

Please pay within 30 days of the invoice date 

-¾-------------------------------------------------

1. Payment by Credit Card

Complete the following and 
return by mail or phone Travel 
Advice and Support with your 
credit card details. 

D Visa 

D MasterCard 

Card No I I 11 I 
Expiry Date I / I I 1. 
Card holder 

Amount$ 

Signature 

2. Payment by Direct Debit

IPEA Admin Receipts Account. 

Reference: 
Invoice Ref: OF1424589 

I ::=I ��I .__I....___._� 
cvv .... I ......... __..___. 

3. Mailing your payment

All cheques and money orders made 
payable to Independent Parliamentary 
Expenses Authority. 

Mail payment together with 
this stub to: 

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority 
One Canberra Avenue 
FORREST ACT 2603 

Invoice Date: 06 Sep 2021 

Tax Invoice No: OF1424589 

SAP Supplier ID:  
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