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OFFICIAL: Sensitive

PURPOSE

1. This preliminary assessment aims to assess whether Senator Pauline Hanson
accessed parliamentary business resources to travel to Hamilton Island on 2 October 2020.

BACKGROUND
2. On 6 April 2021 The Age published the article Hanson on Hamilton (Attachment A).

3. The article particularly focused on flights undertaken by Senator Hanson on
2 October 2020 from Brisbane to Hamilton Island, Queensland and claimed that “Hanson’s
representatives did not respond to repeated questions about the purpose of the trip”.

4. Inaccordance with IPEA’s protocol on dealing with misuse of parliamentary work expenses,
a preliminary assessment into Senator Hanson’s use of parliamentary business resources to
travel to Hamilton Island on 2 October 2020 commenced on 6 April 2021.

LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

5. Relevant legislation includes:
e Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017
e  Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017
e Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017

ANALYSIS

6. Upon investigation it was found that parliamentary business resources (flights by scheduled
commercial services) were used by Senator Hanson to travel to Hamilton Island on
2 October 2020.

CONCLUSION

7. On the basis of the findings of this preliminary assessment, and in accordance with IPEA’s
protocol on dealing with misuse of parliamentary work expenses, it is recommended IPEA
proceeds with an assurance review into this matter.
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Ballard also referenced COVID-19, which “killed a lot of people in nursing homes - but I
checked and they were all Liberal voters”. Not sure if Comedy Festival board member John
Ridley, a former Victorian director of the Liberal Party and adviser to Andrew Peacock, saw
the funny side.

Ballard climaxed with: “I hope you die, I hope you choke on your own franking credits, you evil
greedy fascist soulless pig dogs.”

All of which presented a huge headache for
the ABC, which this Wednesday will broadcast
the opening night gala with a second episode
the following week. But after some agony and
consultation of its voluminous editorial
standards, Aunty has cancelled Ballard.

“The ABC checks all content prior to
broadcast to ensure it meets editorial
standards. In this case, it was determined that
the risk of causing offence to viewers was not
editorially justified,” a spokesman said.

What a pickle for Aunty. Broadcast Ballard
and ABC managing director David Anderson
faces a rabid Senator Eric Abetz yammering
away at Senate estimates for the next five
years. Or cut the comedian and woke
Guardianistas will be firing up on Twitter
about ABC censorship for, oh, the next 36
hours.

Tom Ballard. Illustration: John Shakespeare

Readers might remember Ballard’s Tonightly program was axed three years ago after a skit
labelling an Australian Conservatives candidate a c--t enraged the Liberal government. Ballard
signed off with a tearful please for the national broadcaster to keep making “risky” content.
Dare to dream, Tom!

Hanson on Hamilton

Pauline Hanson is keeping shtum on the details of a weekend jaunt to the Whitsundays last
spring paid for by her parliamentary expense account.

Federal travel disclosures released last week revealed the Queensland senator spent — sorry,
the Australian taxpayer spent — almost $1500 on flights jetting to Hamilton Island from
Brisbane on Friday, October 2. She then flew out of the Oatley family-owned hotspot three
days later to Canberra (via Brisbane). That two-stop trip cost just over $1020. The same
expense report shows Hanson accrued parking fees of $151 between October 1 and October 8.











